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On Sunday, July 17th, about a dozen Ranch at 
Brushy Creek neighbors enjoyed an afternoon 
of light bites, laughter, and learning about art. 
Christiane Michaelis, owner of The Dirty Easel, 
sponsored the event along with Life in the Ranch 
magazine at Blackfinn Ameripub in the Domain.

More than just painting the same image with step-
by-step instructions, RBC neighbors sat side-by-
side creating their own individual masterpieces. 
Christiane led the group with several exercises to 
alleviate any nerves and to organically allow the 
expression to begin. “The Dirty Easel is different 
from other painting classes because we work to 
inspire one’s own creativity. We believe in experi-
menting with someone’s own preferred colors and 
ideas, rather than copying another work,” says 
Christiane. “And even if you don’t think you are 
an artist, I want everyone to believe that they can 
be creative!” The Dirty Easel offers team building 
activities that bring teams closer together through 
a fun and playful exploration of colors on canvas. 
The Dirty Easel also hosts private parties for you to 
be creative with your friends or family.

Christiane’s own life has been filled with creativity 
and artistic expression. After working for more 
than a decade as the director of a theatre and opera 
company, she found that teaching others to tap 
into their own creativity was a true calling. “There 
is nothing more fulfilling than witnessing people 
discovering or developing their creative self. My 
business, The Dirty Easel, is based on that idea—
giving people an environment to be creative in a fun 
and fearless way.” 

Life in the Ranch provided the people, The Dirty Easel provided the 
materials (the canvases, the paints, and the tools), and Blackfinn 
Ameripub provided several delicious tastes to cap off an amazing 
afternoon filled with fun, friendship, and creative expression. 

“The Dirty Easel paint party was super fun. I enjoyed getting in 
touch with my creative side.”
– Jennifer Loyo Ojeda

“Our instructor Christiane was great. She was encouraging and 
interacted with everyone.” 
– Linda Jewett

“I loved getting together and meeting new people. Of course, I 
loved the painting too.” 
– Kristi Isaacs

“It was really cool to paint outside of our normal constraints.” 
– Kathy Buckley

paint party
L I F E  I N  T H E R A N C H 

F E AT U R I N G 

– Vincent Van Gogh

“ “If you hear a voice within 
you say, ‘You cannot paint,’ 
then by all means paint, and 

that voice will be silenced. 
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Students receive daily martial arts instruction 
in a structured learning environment that 

challenges them both mentally and physically. 
Learn self-defense while improving your 

fitness level and character.

Martial Arts & After
School Programs

Get a FREE introductory class!
Learn without Intimidation

Grow without Limits 

Now Offering LTC - Handgun Licensing


